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Introduction: 

At Rittners Floral School we love to give ourselves very specific floral art assignments... to set goals for ourselves to design 
floral art with specific themes or restrictions. The resulting arrangements are photographed and used for curriculum 
development, for instruction, for our web site, & for social media and e books. 

One assignment we gave ourselves recently... To take a grouping of small containers with the same color/pattern/finish, and 
to make a variety of designs using these containers. We enjoyed the creative floral designing... The photography was fun. The 
results were amazing.

Some interesting lessons can be derived from this process. (You may want to read these now--or look at the designs first 
and then come back to these comments as well as our ‘design notes’ to be found close to the end of this ebook) --

1. Floral designing does not have to have huge amounts of materials to be dramatic, visually striking or stimulating. These 
containers are small and don’t allow a huge amount of flowers. An arrangement of a few flowers in a lovely container really 
can work well. Indeed less can be more. It sounds like a cliche but these designs do exemplify that.  

2. Designs made in small containers can be small. But they can also be made large through the use of branches, foliage or 
berries and the use of space.

3. A design using one small container works perfectly fine. It can be a little floral “jewel.”

4. Floral groupings of two or more containers created with the same materials are very neat. The multiplicity of flowers/
materials/colors in two or more similar bases with similar materials links them together and cumulatively gives a really 
striking visual effect. At Rittners we call this approach, “modular” floral art.

5. Creating bridges or connections between modules further connects them and integrates them visually. 

It is our hope that you enjoy our modest efforts and get as much fun looking at these designs as we did in creating them. 
Perhaps these will even inspire you to create your own Floral Art Small Pleasures. 

           Dr. Stephen Rittner   
           Rittners Floral School
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The design goal: 

To create vase 
arrangements using 
these specific 
containers

We chose to use the ceramic 
serenity pot, urn, and bottle bud 
vases with blue hue glaze from:

 Jacobson Floral Supply
  http://www.jacobsonfloral.com

http://www.jacobsonfloral.com
http://www.jacobsonfloral.com
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The Plates
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Special Thanks:
Projects like this require a team effort. Our 
growers and wholesalers really provide all 
kinds of wonderful things for us to play 
with. 

Thanks to Emily Richardson, the sales staff, 
buyers & crew over at Jacobson Floral 
Supply in Boston for their help with various 
supply needs. It was the neat containers we 
found there that sparked our designing....

Thanks to all of the folks at Riccardi 
Wholesale in Boston, who help me get the 
tropicals that you enjoyed in this ebook. 

Thanks are also due to Shlomo Danieli of 
Blooming of Beloit, in Beloit Wisconsin. His 
donation of a variety of wonderful 
botanicals such as Grevillea Foliage, Kochia, 
Fantail Willow, Bittersweet, Curly Willow, 
and Winter Berries were critical to the 
success of such a project.  

Thanks to Sherry Ricupero on our staff at 
Rittners who is a pleasure to work with. 
Thanks to my family, Pam and Cara, for 
their patience and support during the 
creative process and for their feedback and 
advice.....
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Design Notes: 

We left these remarks practically until the end because we wanted you to look at the various floral ideas first through your 
own eyes, and not our comments. Nonetheless you may find some of our observations about specific designs of interest. 

There is no particular best sequence to view these designs. We placed single pieces as well as grouped ones randomly. 

We didn’t try to follow any specific sequence according to seasonality. The production of this ebook took place in fall and 
early winter so obviously many of the designs are season appropriate to that time of the year--but they could also work 
well during other seasons. 

The designs on p. 5, 6, & 7 with pink Ginger could be used for any time of the year but due to the pink color, work well for 
both Christmas and Valentine’s Day. The use of Winter Berries on p. 8 & 9 definitely make the designs on those pages 
appropriate for the Christmas season and winter. 

We love the gold Grevillea foliage provided by Blooming of Beloit. It has unique shape as well as color (green on one side 
and gold/brown on the other.) It’s featured in designs on p. 10-13. The range of yellows/oranges make these designs 
good fall offerings. However many people could enjoy them at any season. 

Many designs featured in this series use various exotic/tropical flowers such as heliconia. (p.20, 22, 24, 27 & 28.) I have 
to admit that I love their shapes/forms and easy maintenance. I find yellow to be a very optimistic and cheerful color. The 
mixture of yellow and blue provides contrast (It is after all two thirds of a triadic harmony). In many of these designs we 
manipulated foliage in a very easy way by simply shaping/cutting it. 

The designs using only green florals on p.14, & 15 was our nod to the so called mono look (or monochrome look if mono 
makes you think of the illness) but in a more contemporary manner. Technically the green of the flowers & blue of the 
containers is an alternating color harmony. Not used that often, but very effective when called upon. If we selectively 
ignore the blue, we could consider the use of these designs for St Patrick’s Day.

The addition of yellow on pages 16-18 was a neat way to add contrast. Only a few yellow daisy poms were used but note 
the visual impact. Similarly the use of a single orange/red rose contrasts with the white hydrangea in the designs on p. 34.  
(No we didn’t run out of white! It was done deliberately)
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Speaking of visual impact the designs on p.18 explore diagonal themes. Diagonals imply motion, and create very dynamic 
compositions. In one design we contrast the strong, straight diagonal with curved vine branch. 

I love curly willow. It really makes designs interesting with very little effort. Examples may be found on p. 22 and p. 24. Curly 
willow on p. 27 reminds me of electricity!

Pine is used on p. 23, 29 and p. 30 intended to definitely provide a seasonal statement. These could easily be used during 
the entire winter or during the Christmas season. Many people consider yarrow to be only a fall flower. I love the way it 
combines with Christmas foliages p.30.

The grouping on p. 25 is definitely a Thanksgiving one. There is no reason why you can’t combine containers/flowers/
foliages with props like the Thanksgiving Turkey. Consider mixing other possessions like stuffed animals, framed photos etc 
with florals.

The use of white and blue works well in any winter holiday theme. It also can be used very effectively for Chanukah. In fact 
the design on p. 33 incorporates the letters found on the sides of the Dreidel used in connection with that holiday. Nun, 
Gimmel, Hay and Shin refer to the Hebrew words that say “ A great miracle was there”--a reference to the oil that burned far 
beyond expectations. A contemporary offering for that holiday. 

Carnations have taken too much ignorant derision. They fill space, last well, and come in so many colors. They give great 
value. Who said they have to be dull? The entire infrastructure on p. 14-18 are carnation stems. They are also used 
creatively with Trick Dianthus, Fantail Willow and beaded wire on p. 35 and with decorative wire on p.36 

Bridges and connections are used throughout these designs. They range from Winter Berries p. 9, foliage p. 28, River Cane 
p. 29, Vines p. 30,& Fantail Willow p. 33-34, to Kochia p. 32 and decorative wire p. 36.

Many floral designers believe that the ultimate florals are the most expensive, fancy ones. I call those the “hallelujah chorus” 
floral designs. They are fancy. They are dramatic. But to me the best florals are the ones that bring about a smile. The little 
novelties on p. 38 and p. 42 fit into that category....

All for now! Hope you enjoyed this!
! !          Dr. Stephen Rittner   
           Rittners Floral School



About Rittners 
Floral School

Rittners Floral School is one of the longest running 
and finest private floral design schools  in North 
America. 

Located in the prestigious Back Bay neighborhood 
of Boston, Rittners Floral School attracts students 
from all over North America and abroad by the 
excellence of its courses. Rittners makes use of the 
latest educational theory and technologies, to bring 
its students outstanding diploma programs in floral 
designing....

Rittners Floral School specializes in floral education. 

Whether your goals are rest and relaxation, stress 
reduction, or vocational, you will really enjoy the 
various hands-on workshop floral art courses 
offered at Rittners Floral School. 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  www.floralschool.com
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http://www.floralschool.com
http://www.floralschool.com
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What? 
You’re Still Reading this?
You should be phoning 617-267-3824, visiting 
www.floralschool.com or emailing steve@floralschool.com for 
more information about our great hands-on floral design 
classes!

http://www.floralschool.com
http://www.floralschool.com
mailto:steve@floralschool.com
mailto:steve@floralschool.com

