
Water based Designing

When my grandfather was a young designer, water based 
media was the major way to create your vase 
arrangements. In other words, most arrangements were 
created in a vase containing water. Different approaches 
ranging from the use of branches in the water, to grid 
systems at the top of the container were used to try to 
help the floral artist control where the flowers would go, 
and to help keep them there... 

When foam was developed in the mid 20th century, it was 
embraced enthusiastically by designers as an alternative 
media. But water based techniques never completely 
disappeared. 

In fact, water based designing has been enjoying renewed 
popularity in the past few years. People love the natural 
look of flowers in glassware with the stems prominently 
displayed. The complex weave of the stems adds visual 
complexity to the arrangement and allows us to enjoy a 
section of the design that is not visible in foam based 
media..... Flowers hold up quite well in water media. Yet 
water based designing still remains a challenge to floral 
artists both novice and professional. For this reason we 

have a huge range of water based “how-to-do-its” available. Some are classical. Some are very way out. Some are 
for everyday use. Others are for special events, parties and holidays.....Whatever your tastes, we feel you will find 
plenty of wonderful water based designing in our distance education offerings!
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Here are “how-to-do-its” that are water based:

001PPV Adventures with Dendrobium 
Orchids

 
 
 
 
 

011PPV Contemporary Winter Water Designs
018PPV Fire And Ice
020PPV Framing technique
021PPV Fun With Tulips and Willow-Easy
022PPV Fun With Tulips and Willow-More complex
023PPV The Easiest Way To Design In Water
029PPV New Look Equisetum Arrangement 
030PPV Party Design Larkspur and Willow
031PPV Party Design Larkspur and Willow-2
034PPV Romantic Valentines (one water based)
037PPV Sunflowers and River Cane
041PPV Winter Water Design 
042PPV Winter Water Design -2
044PPV Party Design Cranberry Centerpiece
045PPV What Do I Do With A Dozen Roses

046PPV What Do I Do With A Dozen Roses-2
054PPV Contemporary Floral Fun With Tropicals
057PPV Exotic Florals In Water
058PPV Floral designing is Fun
060PPV Glug Glug
064PPV What Do I Do With Six Roses?
065PPV What Do I Do With Six Roses-2
066PPV What Do I Do With Six Roses-3
067PPV What Do I Do With Six Roses-4 
068PPV Totally Clueless About Flower Arr.
072PPV Winter Bouquet In Water
073PPV Winter Bouquet In Water II
075PPV Easy to Make Expressions of Romance
076PPV Easy Romantic Designs (one water 
based)
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Water Based Designs---
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